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On reaching Fordham' Poe found Mrs. Clemn, who had never favored the match, overjoyed to see him unaccompanied by a wife, and, were it possible, more devoted to himself. He set to work, and wrote several hours each day; but, in consonance with the view that has been taken, although doubtless bitterly aggrieved, he exhibited no regret at the event which he had always considered likely, and no fidelity to the woman whose loyalty to his memory in after years was almost ideal. On January 11,1849, he wrote to "Annie" as follows: —
((In spite of so many worldly sorrows —in spite of all the trouble and misrepresentation (so hard to bear) that Poverty has entailed on me for so long n. time—in spite of all this — I am so, so happy. ... I need not tell you how great a burden is taken off my heart by my rupture with Mrs. W.; for I have fully made up my mind to break the engagement. . . . Nothing would have deterred me from the match hut — what I tell you."*
Two weeks later he inclosed to the same correspondent a last letter to Mrs. Whitman, in •which, after referring to the evil reports of him originating at Providence, he declared, " No amount of provocation shall induce me to speak ill of you [Mrs. Whitman], even in my own defense,"2 — with directions to read it, seal it with wax, and mail it in Boston; and to this singularly indelicate act, is excused only by the circumstance that
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